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PLYMPTON TOWN PROPERTIES COMMITTEE
Minutes, November 9, 2023, 6:30 PM


MEMBERS PRESENT: Nancy Butler, Ross MacPherson, Colleen Thompson, John Traynor, 
Jon Wilhelmsen (Chair) ABSENT:  Mark Wallis
GUESTS PRESENT:  Dan Pallotta (P3) via Zoom

NOTES:
· Participants are referred to by their initials.  LD refers to Town Administrator Liz Dennehy.
· When possible, action items will be noted in BOLDED letters.
· “We” may refer to this committee, but it may also refer more broadly to the Town as a whole.

JW opened the meeting at 6:35.  

1. FIRE STATION PROJECT/TOWN COMPLEX INFRASTRUCTURE – (See pages 4-12) “Request for Site Exam/Pumping Test Proposal…” from Peter Dillon of Geoscience to Michelle Regon, MADEP.

DP said that we will need to add an article to the 2024 TM warrant to create the Zone 1 for the well site.  This is a usual process done in other towns with public water supplies.  It’s been a slow process, but a lot has been done.  Having Peter Dillon has greatly reduced the cost of the well project.  The guestimate for the cost of digging the wells is less than $50k.

The next step is to work with Grady to create a plan for getting access to drill the well, getting the water back to the TH and the other buildings, and getting cost estimates to make sure that we are within the time frame required for the ARPA funds.  This should be done by February 1, 2024.  DP will take Grady’s plan and make it clearly understandable for the public.  At our next meeting on November 30th, DP will have a proposal for Grady to do this work to create the estimates.  JW confirmed the need for a master plan to include everything (electric conduits, water and sewer lines, things that will be done in the future - clearly labeled “For Future Use”) to limit redundancies in the work.  We only want to dig things up once.  The plan should include everything, and we can then determine when to implement the various parts.

NB asked about the CPC project for lighting on the ballfields.  TCP/RM will be involved in that project.

DP doesn’t think we need any more design work on the fire station, but we will need to have the estimates upgraded to the current timeframe.  DP will work with Jeff Shaw of Context to get this done.  The good news is that construction has stabilized and shouldn’t go up much in cost.

DP exited the meeting at 6:55.

2. PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY ISSUES AND CORRESPONDENCE – See #1 above and pages 13–18: correspondence from BOH Administrative Assistant C. Ferguson and this Committee’s response.

3. LIBRARY/FIRE STATION SEPTIC ISSUES – The new septic is in place.  


4. Other Active Projects – Not discussed.

5. Police Station Update – Not discussed.

6. Future Projects
a.  Town House Front Entry - JW and LD met with the Community Preservation Act Committee 
     (CPC).  The project as originally planned would cost $190k.  The project has been reduced to  
     just the door for $40k and perhaps the steps and railing.  They will go back to CPC in December 
     with a breakdown of the project parts with estimates.
b.  Storage Building – Not discussed. 

7. TPC FAQs – Committee members were asked to think about this for the next meeting.

8. Tracking Spreadsheet Review – Not discussed.

9. OTHER DISCUSSION
a.  Ball Field Lights – Total cost of project should be around $50k with CPA funds paying for the 
     supplies.  PAYS will do fundraising for the electrician and will use donated labor for the trenching 
     and setting of the poles.  They will work within the Town’s Bylaws for dark sky lighting.
b.  There was some discussion about hopes for future projects on the Town Complex.
c.  Financial Concerns – There was some discussion about the timing of the various projects, 
     planning within the Capital Account so that the monies have time to build rather than being 
     depleted annually, the State’s DOR recommendation that towns keep their debt level even from 
     year to year, and thinking of ways to be creative with funding.
d.  JW will arrange with various groups and departments for their annual visit to a TPC meeting to 
     discuss needed and hoped for projects.

10.   JT moved that the minutes from the 9/21 meeting be approved as written.  NB seconded.  All aye.

11.   The next meeting will be scheduled for November 30th.


The meeting adjourned at 7:47 
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gallons per minute, located within a 100-foot Zone I. The Plympton Town Properties Committee
would like to add a third well with a 100-foot Zone | to be drilled but not tested. This well would be
available in the future if unforeseen need arises.

Evaluation of the local geology indicates that a water supply constructed on the Complex needs to
be from a bedrock source. These wells will be 6-inch in diameter, 400 feet in depth and installed by
a Certified Massachusetts Well driller. The location of the three proposed wells for the Complex are
shown on the attached Figure 1.

The wells will be installed as a final production well and meet the requirements outlined in the
Guidelines for a final well. It is proposed that each of the wells have a separate pumping test while
evaluating any interference between them. The wells would be pumped at 2 gpm for the tests.
However, based on the Zone | radius an approved yield 0.65 gpm can be granted.

Initial water quality testing for each well including volatile organic compounds (VOC's), the PFAS6
compounds and standard water quality parameters will be collected upon installation. Boring logs
and the initial water quality data will be and submitted to DEP ahead of the pumping tests.

Regional Geology/Hydrogeology

Bedrock beneath and in the vicinity of the Complex is mapped as the Rhode Island Formation
located in the 300-million-year-old (Upper and Middle Pennsylvanian) Narragansett basin. The
Rhode Island Formation consists of sandstone, graywacke, shale and conglomerate; with minor
beds of meta-anthracite (10 feet thick) containing fossil plants. The Rhode Island Formation is
thickest and most extensive formation in Narragansett basin (Hatch, 1983). As shown in Figure 2
the contact between the Narragansett basin and as the un-differentiated metamorphic pelitic rocks
associated with the Avalon Platform (Zen, 1983), with a probable age Proterozoic Z is located
approximately 5,000 feet to the east.

The surficial geology of the Plympton area has been mapped by the USGS and is published on I-
742 (Williams, 1972). The base map of the attached Figure 2 shows the surficial geology of the
area, including bedrock outcrops that are located several miles to southwest and sand and gravel
deposits immediately to the north, east and west. According to the USGS the stratigraphy beneath
the Complex is characterized as shallow till over bedrock. Depth to bedrock based on the USGS
mapping and confirmed by the new DEP Well Viewer GIS layer is from 20 to 45 feet. Therefore,
bedrock appears to be the only potential source of sustainable water for the site.

The site is located in the Taunton River Basin. The basin boundary is shown on Figure 2 a little
over a mile to the east of the Complex. This indicates the regional surface water flow is to the west
and confirmed by flow direction of Colchester Brook. Therefore, it is expected that water derived to
these well is from a southeast direction discharging to surface water to the northwest. The aquifer
is an unconfined aquifer with a usable saturated thickness of approximately 500 feet, based on well
boring data. There are no lateral confining or recharge boundary conditions in the study area
noted. The DEP Well Viewer indicates water table at approximately 25 feet in the nearby bedrock
wells when recorded.

Impacts of Existing Resources and Potential Sources of Contamination

The well site is also shown on the attached site plan (Figure 2). The site is bordered by woodland to
the south and west. Colchester Brook and associated wetlands are to the west. Palmer Road
passes the site to the north with associated buildings of the Plympton Town Complex in between.

The proposed approvable pumping rate results in a Zone | radius of 100-feet can be met on the
property and shown on Figure 1. Because this will be a bedrock well and the pumping rate is less
than 100,000 gallons per day, a Zone Il does not need to be delineated. Based on the Interim
Wellhead Protection Area (IWPA) chart in Appendix D of the Guidelines for Public Water Systems,
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the IWPA has a radius of 432 feet (at 1 gallon per minute).

Figure 2 indicates a septic leaching field on the northeast corner of the property which receives
sanitary sewage from several of the Complex buildings. There are separate septic systems for the
library and fire station located near those buildings. Black water at the Highway Department goes
to a tight tank, there are no floor drains in this building. Located behind the Highway Department is
a small, covered salt shed approximately 150 feet north of the proposed wells. Sodium will be
analyzed for when the initial well is installed.

Based on a review of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) "Searchable Sites," there
are no oil/hazardous waste sites within a one- mile radius of proposed wells although several oil
spills have been reported and cleaned up on Palmer Road near the site (89 and 59).

A former town landfill is located approximately 10,000 feet to the northeast. No impact has ever
been recorded to any water supply from this facility. There is an underground gasoline storage tank
approximately 1,500 feet south on Main Street.

The town of Plympton is predominately serviced by private wells, which based on the local geology
and hydrogeologic data files are normally screened in the bedrock. Boring logs for the private
wells; indicate that these wells are generally screened approximately 300 feet into the bedrock with
some up to 700 feet in depth. Aimost all water from the bedrock aquifers is obtained from
secondary fractures, such as joints or faults, that are within the upper 200 feet of the bedrock
(Williams, 1973). Pumping rates from these wells are from 1 to over 40 gallons per minute,
indicating a relatively productive bedrock aquifer. The residences in the area are serviced by on-
site sewage disposal systems. This area contains no known potential sources of contamination.

Based on review of DEP records there is one public water supply within a one-half mile radius of
the proposed wells. This public supply (PWS #424007-01G/02G) is shown on Figure 3 and is
approximately 1,200 feet from the proposed wells. Based on the proposed pumping rates of the
mew wells and the distance this well will not be monitored during the pumping tests.

Based on the composition of the bedrock a well at this location should yield water with good water
quality and relatively neutral pH. Other wells in the area indicate elevated levels of naturally
occurring secondary contaminants iron and manganese and in some cases radon and radium
(from natural decay in the granitic bedrock). These potential contaminants may require treatment.

Based on the wetland/surface water areas at and near the site and recordings in the newly drilled
wells overburden water table appears to be near surface and less than 15 feet.

PROPOSED PUMPING TEST DESIGN

The pumping test has been designed based on the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection, Division of Water Supply Guidelines and Policies for Public Water System, as
specified for bedrock wells with planned yields less than 100,000 gallons per day.

Itis planned that individual and separate pumping tests be run on Well # 1 and Well #2 in
succession. Well #3 will be monitored during this time but this well is being installed as a potential
well for further expansion and ensures the Zone | will be protected.

A. Planned Pumping Rate

Each of the pumping tests will be conducted at a rate of 2 gallons per minute (if possible). The
pumping rate will be recorded every two hours.

An initial drawdown test will be conducted at installation to determine the optimum pumping rate
to be used during the prolonged pumping test.
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B. Duration and Order of Tests

The pumping test on Well #1 will be conducted for a period of 2 days (48 hours) or until the
well has stabilized as defined in the Guidelines. The length of the pumping test will also be
extended if water quality or water levels are questionable or changing.

Once 95% recovery has been established in Well # 1 the pumping test for Well #2 will begin. The
start time may be longer than the 95% recovery time based on site logistics.

The pumping test on Well #2 will be conducted for a period of 2 days (48 hours) or until the well
has stabilized as defined in the Guidelines. The length of the pumping test will also be extended if
water quality or water levels are questionable or changing.

Once 95% recovery has been established the pumping test will be terminated.

C. Observation Wells
Based on the Guidelines and the significant distance to public/private wells water levels will be
measured in the new wells only.
Well #1 test-  Well # 2, Well #3
Well #2 test  Well #1, Well #3
No additional wells are proposed to be monitored.

D. Induced Infiltration

Based on distances to resource areas and the brook, the depths of the pumping well and the
estimated depth to the bedrock surface, no wetland or surface water monitoring is proposed to be
conducted during this test.

E. Flow Measuring
Flow measurement will be by the timed bucket method or by a continuous recording meter
accurate to 3 percent.

F. Discharge

The water pumped during the test will be discharged at the location approximately 150 feet north
from test wells. To minimize fluctuations in the pumping rate at start up, the discharge line will be
filled with water prior to commencement of the pumping test. The discharge will be onto a sheet
of plywood surrounded by hay bales. The discharge will be allowed to sheet flow over the ground.

G. Precipitation
Precipitation will be measured at the Plymouth Airport to the nearest one-hundredth of an inch
and weather conditions will be recorded during 2 days prior to and during the pumping test.

H. Water Level Measurements
Drawdown readings will be taken in the pumping well and the other two wells not being pumped
at five-minute intervals after the start of the test.

Recovery readings will be taken on the schedule specified above until 95% recovery is reached as
required in the Guidelines.

I Water Quality Sampling and Testing

Samples will be collected during the prolonged pumping test as close as possible to the pump to
minimize potential contamination. The following testing will be conducted during the prolonged
pumping test for each of the three wells based on the following schedule.

Field Tests

pH, temperature, odor, specific conductance and temperature will be measured at the beginning of
the test, and every 24 hours until the end of the test.
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Laboratory Tests
Samples will be submitted to a state-certified laboratory based on the following schedule:
« Samples for total coliform bacteria will be collected at the midpoint and end of each of the
tests.
« Samples for radionuclides (gross alpha, gross beta and radon) shall be collected at the end
of each of the test.
« Samples for inorganic chemicals and volatile organic compounds (per 310 CMR 22.07) shall
be sampled on the final day of each test prior to shut-down.
* Samples for standard water quality testing will be collected one hour after startup of each
test, every other day thereafter and on the final day of each test prior to shut-down.
The actual Appendix A sampling parameters are included as an attachment.
Data Analysis

The objectives of the pumping tests are to determine the safe yield of the wells and to characterize
the proposed wells for both quantity and quality.

The time-drawdown measurements will be corrected for ambient trends, and recharge events as
necessary. The data will be plotted on time-drawdown and time-recovery graphs. Semi-log plots will
be analyzed using appropriate analytical methods in conjunction with the boring logs for
determination saturated thickness and specific capacity.

The safe yield of the well will be calculated using the Department Guidelines. This data will be
reported in the Source Final Report (WS15).

Please do not hesitate to call (781) 424-5939 or by email at dillonp369@gmail.com if you have
questions regarding this submittal.

Sincerely,

PASW

Peter Dillon P.G.
Hydrogeologist

Attachments

CC:  Jon Wilhelmsen, Plympton Town Properties Committee
Arthur Morin, Plympton Board of Health
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From: CATHY FERGERSON <brookstfergusons @comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, October 21, 2023 12:48:18 PM

To: Christine Joy; Mark Russo; John Traynor

Subject: Public Water Supply Well

Plympton Board of Selectmen

| am writing from my home today to bring to your attention issues surrounding our
current public water supply and the actions of the town properties committee.

As you know, DEP required Plympton Town House to become a public water supply and
was gracious enough to give the town a temporary permit to operate the 1930’s shallow
well as a public water supply until a new well could be installed. The town hired a public
water supply operator (Sarian). One of the responsibilities of the town's public water
supply operator is to post on the door to the well room and distribute to the town who by
law would need to be contacted in case of any emergency or issue surrounding the
public water supply well going forward.

On Thursday there were issues with the water (which may have started on Wednesday),
the proximate cause of which was an irrigation system at the police department. If the
town properties committee had done their due diligence before making the decision to
go to the expense of installing the irrigation system, they would have been told (either
by the DEP, Sarian, The Board of Health, the Health Agent or even the BOH
administrative assistant) that these actions could not legally occur. This is not a one-
time bad decision, but is a mistake the committee makes over and over by not working
with the professionals located in the town house or with whom the town has contracts.

Some recent examples include: installing a handicapped ramp without getting a permit
from the building department to ascertain what may be underground (gas lines) and
installing water to the girl scout garden without going through the town departments to
ascertain what structures may already been located underground and without having
the work inspected by the town’s plumbing inspector. Any construction or repair on
town property must go through the permitting process. There are no exceptions.

The most egregious example is the committee’s actions around the issue of the repair
of the library’s septic system. As you may be aware it was brought to the BOH'’s
attention that the library was having septic issues. After inspection it was determined
that the septic system was in failure and was failing to protect the public health.
Moreover, it could not be ascertained to any degree of certainty where the septic was
discharging. As this is something the BOH deals with daily, the Board declared the
issue to be an emergency and worked with the Town Administrator, the Library Director
and three engineers (one from Webby and Associates, Phil Spath, the BOH third party
engineer and the Health Agent) to design a system to correct the issue. All Title 5
regulations were followed and The BOH permitting process was followed exactly as it
would have been for any property in town including sending the “proposed septic plan”
out for review to the third-party engineer. The plan was approved and the septic
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installer placed the job on his list. During the next six months the town properties
committee continued to interfere asking for the fire station to be added to this septic
system (they were told by the engineers this was not possible), asking what authority
the Board of Health had to site and approve a septic system, and again asking for
“proof” as to why the fire department could not be added. The Committee even made a
statement in their minutes that they thought “they should take over” the project. Each
time these issues had to be addressed and answered caused the library project to go to
the bottom of the installer’s pending jobs list and as you know the system was finally
installed this month after six months of sewage being discharged under the ground.
The town really dodged a bullet here. |f DEP had been aware that the town was
allowing septage to flow out without treatment, the town could have been heavily fined
and the area could have been designated a hazardous waste site with remediation
required. Although we were very lucky that didn’t happen it does not downplay the
seriousness of what the town could have been faced with due to the interference of the
town properties committee.

Mr. Traynor has brought up our interaction on Thursday. | would like to correct him
here. | was not agitated. | was angry, so angry as to become physically nauseous,
when | became aware of what some decision makers for the town had done with
respect to the tenuous public water supply well we currently have and the liability that
opened up for the town. | do not withdraw the question, but as Mr. Traynor states he
does not know the answer | ask it again here: What idiot decided to add an irrigation
system for plants to the public water supply well? In the near future DEP will be
asking the town that question. Due to this illegal and poorly thought-out decision the
town is now in serious trouble. The DEP may fine the town for deliberate
noncompliance, the DEP may shut down the temporary public water supply making the
town house, fire station and police station uninhabitable or the DEP may require a
compliant well be installed immediately. Any good faith the town may have enjoyed with
the DEP or with our public water supply operator has been damaged, perhaps beyond
repair. Although Mr. Traynor did state that | should call DEP | did not because |
understand the DEP’s regulations and was aware that the town’s public water supply
operator Sarian would be responsible to do just that.

The consequences of the town properties committee’s decisions are the responsibility of
the Board of Selectmen. The Board of Selectmen made the decision to have this
committee be their agent and made the decision to appoint Mr. Traynor as a voting
member even though that is not recommended by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

As it is not helpful going forward to just point out past mistakes, | would respectfully ask
that you consider the following solutions based upon the current needs of the town.

Disband the Town Properties Committee. As this committee has been in existence with
many different names and purposes over the years, it would be more transparent to
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work on the three issues separately. Further, this committee is unable to comply with
the public records law to the high standard the town should require including not posting
minutes in a timely fashion and not attaching documents discussed at the meetings to
the minutes.

The restructure should address the three issues. The first is the fire station project, the
second is the public water supply project and the third is the general maintenance of
town buildings. Each of these issues deserves professional involvement and more
stringent oversight by the Board of Selectmen.

The Fire Station project committee should be tasked with the narrow purpose of building
a fire station.

The public water supply project committee should be making decisions about siting a
public water supply based on what is best for the town as a whole and not what is best
for a new fire station. The current plans discussed in the Town Property Committee’s
minutes to locate the well beyond the highway barn and then go to the expense of
building a pump station to pump the water back up to the other buildings is not
defensible and shows a stunning lack of awareness about what is logical and what is
fiscally prudent for the taxpayers.

The current public water supply well and the current septic systems should be under
the purview of the Board of Health, its Agent and Engineer. The BOH in Plympton is the
entity that acts as the “water and sewer commissioners”

The maintenance of town buildings committee should be tasked with creating
maintenance plans for all existing buildings and equipment and must go through the
town’s permitting process. An individual who works in the town house should have the
responsibility of receiving complaints about maintenance issues and contacting the
companies who provide the service, electric, plumbing, etc. directly.

The Board of Selectmen must, in my opinion, take swift and serious action to correct the
deficiencies which exist; especially those deficiencies which currently have the town in
non-compliance with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The town must be held to
the same standards as any town in the Commonwealth including following all state and
federal regulations as well as town permitting requirements. It is foolish and short-
sighted not to use the professionals who currently work for the town when making
decisions. The taxpayers deserve a town that complies with all rules and regulations, is
transparent and is fiscally prudent.

Again, | would respectfully point out that these are my opinions and not the opinions of
my employers the current Board of Health. That board will be meeting Tuesday and will
decide themselves what course of action to take to address the issue of the town’s
serious failure to comply with DEP’s regulations around the public water supply.

Cathleen Ferguson, 4 Brook Street
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Subject: TPC Response to Recent Correspondence.

From: Jon Wilhelmsen plymptonhouse@gmail.com ﬂ

Date: October 26, 2023 at 7:24 PM
To: Christine .Iny cjoy@plymptontown.org, Mark Russo mrusso2@msn.com, John Traynor john traynor@comcast.net

Ce:

plymptontown.org, Liz Dennehy To ply n.org

Plympton Board of Selectmen,

| am writing to help complete and clarify the record given Ms. Ferguson’s correspondence
of October 21, 2023.

The Town received a building permit for the construction of the handicap ramp prior
to the commencement of construction. Additionally, the ramp was installed under
the supervision of the Building Department and the Building Commissioner sat in
on the pre-construction meeting along with the Town Administrator and provided
input during the construction

The water being provided to the Girl Scout garden was not an installation of
permanent piping or any other permanent infrastructure. Rather it is a hose that
was simply put just below grade so as not to present a tripping hazard. |don't
believe running a hose from a spigot to a garden requires a plumbing permit as no
actual plumbing was installed. Additionally, the Highway Superintendent did reach
out to Dig Safe and the relevant area was marked prior to the Highway Department
laying the hose

The TPC has multiple other examples working with professionals located in the
Town House. Two recent examples include the Town House roof project regarding
roofs 2 & 3 and the Old Town House roof project - both of which the Building
Commissioner was involved and which the TPC sincerely appreciated his help. In
fact, | recently met with our architect and the Building Commissioner on the current
project to replace Town House roof #1 in order to gain his input on design
questions

With respect to the Library septic system:

o At no point has the Board of Health communicated with TPC. All
communications received by TPC came through the Town Administrator.
There have also been no communications to TPC from any Town engineers

o TPC directly asked the BOH at the 5/25/23 BOH meeting about the feasibility
of connecting the Fire Station and the Heath Agent agreed to look into it.
This was the first time this was asked directly of the BOH by TPC

o The Health Agent provided a response 6/15/23, however, it did not provide
any detail as to the reasoning other than it would not be physically possible
and did not include TPC on the response, despite the direct ask by TPC of
the BOH

o The Town Administrator attempted to obtain additional information to explain
the statement which was finally received on 9/27/23 in a detailed and helpful
letter from the Health Agent

o Areview of the BOH minutes indicate that the plan was approved as of 4/25
and that same status is noted on 5/23. almost a month later and 2 davs
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before TPC requested information from BOH. It does not say it s out for
installation

Letter of 6/15/23 from the Health Agent notes that the septic
later this month”

Minutes of 6/27 & 7/25 indicate that the septic is “out for installation”. No
reference to any “interference” from TPC

Minutes of 8/22 indicate installation “late August/early September”. Yet the
email from the BOH 9/13/23 in response to the Town Administrator’s email of
the same date states that “Due to the delay from 4/25 - 6/15 this job lost its
place on the installer’s calendar. | have reached out today to see where we
currently are on his list!ll

What is reported in the 9/13/23 email does not match the correspondence
from the Health Agent (6/15/23), nor does it match what is reflected in the
minutes. As of 6/15/23, the septic was to be installed later in the month, and
as of 8/23/23 minutes, it was scheduled for late Augustiearly September.
There were also no reference in the minutes of TPC “interference” from 6/27
- 8/22, nor any indication or explanation of a delay. | have no knowledge as
to what caused the 3 month (not 6 month) delay from late June to late
September, but it certainly was not “interference” from TPC - especially since
TPC has not had any direct contact with the BOH since 5/25/23

o

ill be installed

o

°

o

« Plans regarding the siting of new public water supply for the town are still being
developed and TPC minutes reflect - as required - discussions of a variety of ideas
that are being considered. Any finalized plan for the public water supply will
ultimately be the result of close work between the town’s consultants and
engineers, will be permitted by DEP, will receive any necessary approvals - town,
state or otherwise - and will be in compliance with all applicable regulations. There
are also o plans at this time to build “a pump station”

TPC has created detailed minutes of each of our meetings - minutes that are much
more detailed than those of many Boards and Commitiees. The Committee
endeavors to post those minutes sooner than the state guidelines which state that
“public bodies [are] to create and approve minutes in a timely manner. A “timely
manner” is considered to be within the next three public body meetings or 30 days.
from the date of the meeting, whichever is later”. Any missed minutes have been
limited and have been rectified promptly upon notification. We have also
responded promptly to all FOIA requests. TPC has also posted all its public
meetings and the public is always welcome to attend. Any suggestion that *
committee is unable to comply with the public records law{s}" is wholly inaccurate

TPC always considers what is best for the town as a whole and works to find the
most practical and fiscal prudent long-term solution.

The need for a new Fire Station is paramount to provide the necessary services for
our community for the next 50 years while also making sure that our FD employees
have a safe environment in which to do so. That said, it does not drive the
solutions to broader issues with the Town Complex. It would be imprudent for TPC
not to consider notential futus nacts or to develon near-term solutions that
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cost the Town and its taxpayers (which include all members of the TPC)

With raspectto tha inigation sysiem - | wold ko o apologiza o the Selactmon,

1t, the Town Admini and all others who have been
warkmg o address the DEP conems. It was not my. or the Gommittea's ntent to
cause issues with the public water supply. These systems are designed to be low
flow and liwe were not aware that they would cause issues, nor that it would take a
couple of weeks for that to become evident. As soon as we were made aware of
the issues, we provided the necessary information and the system was caped. As
we work through the designs for a new well, we will look for opportunities to provide
non-public water supply options for irrigation for the town complex, leveraging wells
that will not be designated as such

In future, when the Town has a change in protocol, it might be helpful adopt, as
standard practice, the sending of a proactive memo around to all relevant boards,
committees and departments to outline areas to be watchful of (and why) and
protocols to follow going forward. And it may be advisable to still do so regarding
the public water supply as there remain multiple outdoor spigots that are connected
to this public water supply that could be used by town employees or volunteers,
and without a clear understanding of the protocols and areas of concern, additional
inadvertent problems could occur which would be unfortunate

Finally, | would be happy to regularly attend future Selectmen’s meetings to provide
updates to the full board. | defer to the Board as to what might make sense,
particularly as some of these larger projects move ahead. We would also welcome
amember of the BOH to join TPC meetings - either regularly or at least those that
may be of particular interest (e.g.: those that may discuss well or septic topics).

We welcome input and collaboration.

I'am happy to discuss any of the above when | join the BOS meeting on 11/27 - or sooner
if that is the Boards wish. Thank you for your time.

Best,
Jon

Jon Wilhelmsen, Chair
Plympton Town Properties Committee
617-905-9288
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Notice of Meeting
POSTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF MGL 30A, §§ 18-25

Town Properties Committee

Day of
Date: | 11/09/23 Week: | Thursday
Time: 6:30 PM Place: | Dillon Training Room - PPD, 7 Palmer Road
AGENDA
EXPECTED GUEST(S): Dan Pallota & Rebecca Ducharme P3

DISCUSSION - Votes may be taken on one or
more of the following:

1. Fire Station Project/Town Complex
Infrastructure
2. Public Water Supply Issues and
Correspondence
3. Library/Fire Station Septic Issues
4. Other Active Projects
a. Town House Roof #1
b. Town House Entrance/Ramp
c. Silver Lake HVAC - ARPA Funds
5. Police Station Update
6. Future Projects
a. Town House - Front Entry
(cpA?)
b. Storage Building
7. TPC FAQs
8. Tracking Spreadsheet Review
a. Existing Item Review
b. New Items

OTHER 1. Any other business that might legally
come before this committee

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 9/19/23

UPCOMING MEETING DATES 11/30/23

Signature: Jon Wilhelmsen

Date 11/07/23
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G ) P.O. Box 96
J Norwell, MA 02061

November 1, 2023

Ms. Michelle Regon

Drinking Water Program

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection, Water Supply

20 Riverside Drive

Lakeville, Massachusetts 02347

RE: Request for Site Exam/Pumping Test Proposal for a Non-Transient-Non-
Community Public Water Supply, Plympton Town Complex, Plympton, MA

Dear Michelle:

Please find attached a Request for Site Exam (RSE) and Pumping Test Proposal (PTP) for a
bedrock public drinking water supply to be located on the Plympton Town Complex (Complex)
located off Palmer Road at the intersection of Main Street in Plympton, Massachusetts. The
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) DEP Application (BRP WS13) has been
completed electronically. Since this water supply will service a municipality, it is permit fee
exempt.

Currently, the site is served by three un-permitted wells located at the library, DPW garage and
within the town hall. DEP determined during a recent site visit that the Complex, serves at least 25
of the same persons per day over at least six months of the year and therefore considered a Non-
Transient-Non-Community public water supply and must be permitted under the DEP New Source
Approval Process, under 70 gallons per minute. This RSE/PTP is based on the DEP Guidelines for
Public Water Supplies (Chapter 4).

The site consists of the town library, fire station, town hall, police station and highway department.
Two baseball fields and undisturbed woodlands are located to the south of the main Complex.
Plympton Board of Health records indicate a Title 5 flow of 1,364 gallons per day (gpd).

Table 1
Title 5 Flow
Building Predicted Title 5
Flow (gpd)
Library 440
Fire Station 280
Town Hall 388
Police Station 236
Highway Department 20
Total: 1,364

Table 1 indicates the Title 5 flow from each building in the Complex. To account for any future
expansion a public water supply with the Zone | capacity of 2,000 gpd will be applied for. It is
proposed that this supply will be obtained from two wells that will have an approved yield of 0.65




