
PLYMPTON SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

November 30, 2022
Moderator, Barry DeCristofano, declared there being a quorum present (35) and preparation and posting of the warrant and the procedure was accomplished in accordance with the law and, therefore, the Special Town Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Dennett Elementary School.  Mr. DeCristofano thanked everyone attending due to the poor weather conditions.  Also reminded to respect those using precautions during Covid and asked everyone to rise for the Pledge to Allegiance to the American Flag. He also thanked Mr. Veneto and the custodial staff for their work in preparing for tonight’s meeting.  Mr. DeCristofano stated that this Special Town Meeting was to deal with business related to Fiscal year 2023. He asked everyone to silence their phones.
Mr. DeCristofano introduced the Board of Selectmen Chairman, Christine Joy, Selectman, Mark Russo, and Selectman John Traynor, Town Counsel, Gregg Corbo, Town Administrator, Elizabeth Dennehy and Town Clerk, Patricia Detterman, Town Accountant, Lisa Hart, the Finance Committee Chairperson, Marilyn Browne, and Finance Committee Members, Kathryn Shepard, and Steven Lewis, and Michael Lemieux.  Also present were Assistant Town Clerk/Teller Nancy Magnussen and Teller Patricia Mustacaros. Nancy Butler and Jaqueline Freitas were counters. The Peace Officers were Jason Bishop and Nate Cristofori.
Mr. DeCristofano made a motion to include non-resident participation for Elizabeth Dennehy, Town Administrator, Gregg Corbo, Town Council, Christine Kelly, Town Treasurer, and Wendy Jones, Assistant Assessor.
PASS UNANIMOUS
Mr. DeCristofano gave an overview of the procedural rules as outlined in the Town Meeting Time book.

There were 87 registered voters present and 6 non-registered citizens present.

ARTICLE 1 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire, by purchase, gift, or eminent domain, upon such terms and conditions as the Selectmen deem appropriate, the fee or lesser interest in all or a portion of those lands off Palmer Road, Maple Street, and Main Road in the Town known as the Turkey Swamp, said lands being identified more or less as Plympton Assessors’ Map 6, Lots 2-99 and 2-99A, and described in the deed to Amanda Monti, Trustee of Merrimont Realty Trust, recorded with the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds in Book 48472, Page 4, together with the buildings and improvements located thereon, and such interests in abutting lands as may be convenient to provide access thereto, for open space, conservation and passive recreation purposes, said lands to be held upon acquisition in the custody and control of and managed by the Conservation Commission, pursuant to G.L. c.40, §8C, subject to the protections of Article 97 of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution; and as funding for such acquisition and any and all costs incidental and related thereto, including title investigations, closing costs, payment of a deposit to secure a purchase agreement, and attorney's fees, to appropriate from the Community Preservation Fund, transfer from available funds, or borrow, a sum or sums of money, said sums to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey a permanent restriction or such other interest in the lands acquired as may be required by G.L. c.44B, §12, or otherwise, to allow for such acquisition and use of the funds applied thereto; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen and/or such other Town boards or commissions as the Selectmen may designate, to apply for, accept and expend any sums, including grants and/or reimbursements, that may be provided by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts under Chapter 132A, Section 11, including the Massachusetts Municipality Vulnerability Preparedness Program, or by any other public or private source, to defray all or a portion of the costs of said acquisition, and to enter into all agreements, execute any and all instruments, and take any and all actions as may be necessary or appropriate to effectuate the foregoing purposes; or take any other action relative thereto.
Board of Selectmen

Recommended by BOS (3-0)
ARTICLE 1 VOTE (On the motion of Mark Russo, 140 Palmer Rd., Selectman and seconded), I move to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire, by purchase, gift, or eminent domain, upon such terms and conditions as the Selectmen deem appropriate, the fee or lesser interest in all or a portion of those lands off Palmer Road, Maple Street, and Main Road in the Town known as the Turkey Swamp, said lands being identified more or less as Plympton Assessors’ Map 6, Lots 2-99 and 2-99A, and described in the deed to Amanda Monti, Trustee of Merrimont Realty Trust, recorded with the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds in Book 48472, Page 4, together with the buildings and improvements located thereon, and such interests in abutting lands as may be convenient to provide access thereto, for open space, conservation and passive recreation purposes, said lands to be held upon acquisition in the custody and control of and managed by the Conservation Commission, pursuant to G.L. c.40, §8C, subject to the protections of Article 97 of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution; and as funding for such acquisition and any and all costs incidental and related thereto, including title investigations, title insurance, closing costs, payment of a deposit to secure a purchase agreement, attorney's fees, and the granting of a conservation restriction as may be required by G.L. c.44B, Section 12, to authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow the sum of $502,500 in accordance with General Laws Chapter 44 or any other enabling authority, and issue bonds and notes therefor, and to appropriate and transfer from the Community Preservation Fund Open Space Reserve the sum of $30,000 and from the Community Preservation Fund Undesignated Balance Fund the sum of $70,000, provided that such Community Preservation funds may in addition be used for the purpose of improving and rehabilitating the property, including, without limitation, the creation of a management plan and such other actions as will assist in making the property functional for its intended use and satisfy the requirements for acceptance of an MVP program grant, all of said sums herein appropriated to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey a permanent restriction or such other interest in the lands acquired as may be required by G.L. c.44B, §12, or otherwise, to allow for such acquisition and use of the funds applied thereto; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen and/or such other Town boards or commissions as the Selectmen may designate, to apply for, accept and expend any sums, including grants and/or reimbursements, that may be provided by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts under Chapter 132A, Section 11, including the Massachusetts Municipality Vulnerability Preparedness Program, or by any other public or private source, to defray all or a portion of the costs of said acquisition, and to enter into all agreements, execute any and all instruments, and take any and all actions as may be necessary or appropriate to effectuate the foregoing purposes.

PASS UNANIMOUS

ARTICLE 2 To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s General Bylaws to add a new section as set forth below to authorize   the Treasurer to pursue and establish payment agreements for parcels of land in tax title to allow delinquent taxpayers to pay off their tax liens over time, as authorized by M.G.L. c. 60 § 62A, and further to authorize the Town Clerk to assign the proper chapter and section numbers to said bylaw, consistent with the current numbering system, or take any other action relative thereto.
Tax Title Payment Plans
A.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c. 60, §62A, the Treasurer-Collector shall have the authority to enter into written payment agreements with any person entitled to redeem ownership of parcels of in tax title which have been taken by the Town as a result of nonpayment of real estate taxes. The payment agreement shall be executed on such terms and conditions for payment of the delinquent taxes, interest and any other costs, fees or charges associated with same, in accordance with G.L. c. 60, §62A and this bylaw. The Treasurer-Collector shall not refuse to enter into agreements with eligible taxpayers.
B.
This bylaw shall apply to all taxpayers with parcels in the following assessment categories of tax title in the Town: 
1. Commercial property;
2. Residential property;
3. Industrial; and
4. Open space.

 

C.
The following conditions must be met prior to the Town entering into a payment agreement:
1. The Town has not filed a petition to foreclose the rights of redemption with the Land Court, and the recording date of the Instrument of Taking recorded in the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds must be no more than ten (10) years from the date of the proposed agreement; and

2.  All real estate taxes and water/sewer user fees due for the current fiscal year assessed against the parcel must be paid to date.
D.
All payment agreements shall comply with the following minimum requirements: 
1.  The payment agreement shall have a term of 5 years; provided, however, that nothing herein shall preclude the taxpayer from completing payments of the amount owed within a shorter period of time;

2.  The payment agreement may include a waiver of 25 percent of the interest that has accrued in the tax title account, but only if the taxpayer complies with the terms of the agreement (no taxes or collection costs may be waived); and 

3.  The payment agreement shall state the amount of the payment due from the taxpayer at the time of execution of the agreement, which must be at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the amount needed to redeem the parcel at the inception of the agreement. The taxpayer must then agree to pay the remaining balance due to the Town in equal monthly installments.
E.
If the taxpayer complies with all terms in the agreement, a credit equal to 25 percent of the interest accrued to the date of execution shall be applied against the final installment payment(s) due under the payment agreement.
F.
During the term of the agreement, the Treasurer-Collector may not bring an action to foreclose the tax title unless payments are not made in accordance with the schedule set out in the payment agreement or timely payments are not made on other amounts due to the Town that constitute a lien on the same parcel.
Town Treasurer

Recommended by BOS (3-0)
Patricia Detterman, 32 Parsonage Rd., Town Clerk asked if it was necessary to include the wording “to authorize the Town Clerk to assign proper chapter numbers…..” due to the fact that General Code is contracted to organize the bylaws.
Gregg Gorbo, Town Council stated the text was necessary.

ARTICLE 2 VOTE (On the motion of John Traynor, Jr., 62 Crescent St., Selectman and seconded), to approve the article as written in the warrant.

PASS MAJORITY
ARTICLE 3 To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $21,000.00 to the Unemployment Line (Budget Line 30) in the FY 2023 budget as voted pursuant to Article 4 at the May 18, 2022 Annual Town Meeting, or take any other action relative thereto.
Town Treasurer

Recommended by BOS (3-0)
ARTICLE 3 VOTE (On the motion of John Traynor, Jr., 62 Crescent St., Selectman and seconded), to approve the article as written in the warrant.

PASS UNANIMOUS

ARTICLE 4 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the Massachusetts General Court for special legislation, as set forth below, to exempt Stephen Silva from Section 91 of Chapter 32 of the General Laws, so that the Board of Selectmen can continue his appointment to the position of Fire Chief until age 70; provided, however, that the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only to the bill, unless the Board of Selectmen approve amendments to the bill before enactment by the General Court, and provided further that the Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to approve amendments which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition, or take any other action relative thereto:
AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF PLYMPTON TO CONTINUE THE    EMPLOYMENT OF STEPHEN SILVA

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, Stephen Silva, Fire Chief of the Town of Plympton, may continue to serve in that position until reaching age 70, the date of his retirement or the date he is relieved of his duties by the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Plympton, whichever occurs first; provided, however, that he is mentally and physically capable of performing the duties of his office. The Board of Selectmen may, at the Town's own expense, require that Stephen Silva be examined annually by a physician designated by the Town, to determine such physical and mental capability to perform the duties of his office. 

No further deductions shall be made from the regular compensation of Stephen Silva pursuant to Chapter 32 of the General Laws for service subsequent to his reaching age 65; and upon retirement for superannuation, he shall receive a superannuation retirement allowance equal to the allowance that he would have been entitled had he retired upon reaching age 65. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Board of Selectmen
Recommended by BOS (3-0)
ARTICLE 4 VOTE (One the motion of Christine Joy, 10 Dukes Brook Rd.., Selectman Chair and seconded), to pass over the Article.
PASS MAJORITY

ARTICLE 5 To see if the town will vote to amend the Wage and Personnel Bylaw, Section 11. Sick Leave, by striking subsection (c) in its entirety and by editing subsection (g) to read as follows: (g) Unused sick leave shall be credited and shall accumulate from year to year without limit.  Unused sick leave is not eligible for payout in the event of an employee’s separation from the Town for any reason, or take any other action relative thereto.
Board of Selectmen/Wage Advisory Committee
Recommended by BOS (3-0)
Marilyn Browne, 46 Elm St., Finance Committee chair asked for clarification of Alan Wheelock’s motion to amend.

Barry DeCristofano, Moderator clarified.

Lisa Hart, 7 Marie Elaine Dr. Town Accountant asked how is it being changed.

Elizabeth Dennehy, Town Administrator stated it was being corrected from a clerical error in the May 2022 revision.

Stephen Silva, 24 Pope’s Farm Lane, Fire Chief asked what is a day, some shifts are 24 hours.
Elizabeth Dennehy stated the sick time is accrued like vacation or any type of paid leave.

ARTICLE 5 VOTE (One the motion of Alan Wheelock 10 Center St., Wage and Personnel Chair and seconded), to move the Article as printed in the warrant, but deleting the words “no limit” and adding the words “up to fifty (50) days” 
PASS UNANIMOUS

ARTICLE 6 To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available Overlay Surplus fund the sum of $100,000.00 for the purpose of reducing the Fiscal 2023 Interim tax rate, or take any other action relative thereto.
Board of Assessors
Recommended by BOS (3-0)
Ethan Stiles, 85 West St., Board of Assessors stated this is to help with property tax relief due to the spike in home prices and sales.
ARTICLE 6 VOTE (One the motion of Ethan Stiles, 85 West St., Board of Assessors), to amend the Article by inserting the words “up to” in the sentence before $100.00.00.
PASS UNANIMOUS
(On the motion of John Traynor, Jr., 62 Crescent St., Selectman and seconded), to approve the article as amended.

PASS UNANIMOUS
ARTICLE 7 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money for the repair and/or replacement of the roof on the Old Town House, including all necessary work and improvements related thereto, or take any other action relative thereto.    
Town Properties Committee
Recommended by BOS (3-0)
Jon Wilhelmsen, 255 Main St., Town Properties Chair, stated the Old Town House roof leaks and this amount covers the cost of replacement and repairs.
ARTICLE 7 VOTE (One the motion of Jon Wilhelmsen, 255 Main St., Town Properties Chair, and seconded) to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $100,000.00 for the purposes set forth in the article as printed in the warrant.

PASS UNANIMOUS
Meeting was adjourned at 7:28 PM
Respectfully Submitted
Patricia L. Detterman
Town Clerk
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