
 

  Town of Plympton 
    By-law Review Committee 

Newsletter 
Number 2 

December 7, 2017 

If you have occasion to look at or utilize the Town of Plympton Zoning By-laws, 
you’ll see that it is a substantial document – more than 117 pages long. The legal 
foundation for Plympton’s zoning law is the same for our town as it is for all the 
other communities in the Commonwealth – it is Massachusetts General Law 40A 
– first enacted in 1954. This act, entitled the Zoning Enabling Act, was 
supplemented in 1975 by a new law entitled “The Zoning Act.” The Zoning Act, 
according to the Commonwealth “was enacted to facilitate, encourage, and 
foster the adoption and modernization of zoning ordinances and by-laws by 
municipal governments; and to establish standardized procedures for the 
administration and promulgation of municipal zoning laws.” 
 
Any newly proposed By-laws or proposed changes to existing By-laws must go 
through a two-step approval process prior to being enacted – 1) each proposed 
change or addition must be approved by residents at annual town meeting, and 
2) once approved by town meeting, the proposed changes must be approved by 
the State Attorney General’s Office.  
 
Plympton’s By-laws are comprised of two distinctly different sections: a) Zoning 
By-laws and b) Municipal By-laws. The Zoning By-law component is broken 
down into ten “Sections”, and the Municipal By-laws are broken down into thirty 
different “Articles.” 
 
The Zoning By-law section of our document focuses on the classic issues that 
you would expect to see in zoning regulations – things like enforcement, use 
districts, allowed uses, minimum lot sizes, signage, site plan requirements, flood 
plain districts, and groundwater protection regulations. It is this part of 



Plympton’s zoning regulations that the By-law Review Committee has 
concentrated on initially. 
 
The Municipal By-laws section of our document, on the other hand, speaks to 
Town Elections, guidelines for conducting Town Meeting, organization of the 
Finance Committee and specifics as to its responsibilities, powers and duties of 
the Planning Board, particulars pertaining to obtaining business licenses, 
regulations pertaining to dog licenses, traffic safety, the town Community 
Preservation Committee, Wetlands Protection, and many other regulations and 
guidelines pertaining to the operation of Plympton town government. 
 
The By-law Review Committee meets on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Town House – starting at 6:30 PM – residents are welcome to 
attend! 
 
Thank you. 
 

Alan Wheelock 
Chairman 
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