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On Monday. February 12th, several members of our By-law Review Committee met 
with the Plympton Planning Board during one of their regularly scheduled meetings. 
Members of our Committee gave Planning Board members an overview of our 
activities during the past year, and reminded them that our group was established 
by the Plympton Board of Selectmen about a year ago for the express purpose of 
conducting an in-depth review of Plympton’s Zoning and Municipal By-laws. We 
noted that the Selectmen’s intent is that the By-law Review Committee be a 
permanent body, and that the Town’s zoning regulations will be under review every 
year going forward. This is intended to ensure that our by-laws remain aligned with 
state law, accurately reflect current conditions, effectively protect property values 
and the common good, and help shield the town from litigation.  
 
The Planning Board expressed solid support for the goals and objectives of the By-
law Review Committee. They suggested several areas of future focus for the 
Committee, including: 

• Clearer definitions of the meaning of agricultural exemptions. 

• When our Committee addresses the Allowed Uses table, add clarification as 
to which town boards are responsible for overseeing requests for Special 
Permits. The jurisdiction for Special Permit requests may vary depending 
upon which Use is under consideration. This issue is currently a source of 
confusion for residents and should be cleared up and documented. 

• As we have done with our new suggested language for Enforcement, 
(Section 2.1 of the Zoning By-law), continue to strengthen the clarity of 
Plympton’s regulations by bringing in the pertinent language from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts laws that underpin local regulatory 
language. 
 

We also gave the Planning Board a brief overview of the two draft Warrant 
Articles that the Committee has prepared for consideration by Town Meeting in 
May. These draft warrant articles address Authority and Purpose (Section 1 of the 
current Zoning by-law document) and Enforcement (Section 2.1 of the current 



Zoning By-law document). The Planning Board expressed a willingness to work with 
us to plan and host the public hearings that are required as part of the process of 
bringing these to the floor of Town Meeting.  
 
The By-law Review Committee meets on the first and third Thursday of each month 
at the Town House – starting at 6:30 PM – residents are welcome to attend! 
 
Thank you. 
 

Alan Wheelock - Chairman Plympton By-law Review Committee 


