
 

  Town of Plympton 
    By-law Review Committee 

Newsletter 
Number 16 

December 6th, 2018 

Committee members Ken Thompson and Dave Alberti have been working on the 
review and updating of potential Industrial land uses in our town’s Schedule of 
Uses.  This is an important subcommittee, because Plympton has several areas 
designated as either “Industrial” or “Light Manufacturing,”  and future development 
in these areas has the potential to significantly impact the town’s quality of life. On 
our zoning map, you will find that potential “industrial” uses of land in Plympton are 
currently allowed in three localities: 
 

1. Our industrial park. This is a substantially sized area on the eastern edge of 
the community, right next to Route 44. Due to the easy access to what 
residents refer to as “the new 44” (which in turn offers easy access to Route 3 
and Route 495) the industrial park has been quite successful. Several years 
ago, Sysco Corporation, a large food distributor, constructed a state-of-the-
art distribution center in our industrial park. This facility brought significant 
employment opportunities and additional tax revenue to the town, while 
having minimal impact in regard to traffic, congestion, or municipal services. It 
can be argued that this type of well-considered, carefully planned business 
development plays a vital role in helping the town preserve its rural and 
historical charm. 
 

2. A Light Manufacturing district on Route 106 on the north side of town. This 
small district has been in existence for many decades, and over time a 
number of small businesses have been established there, although residential 
uses are still mixed in amongst the business enterprises. The majority of the 
businesses located here are not light manufacturing, but are business to 
business or business to consumer service providers.  

 
3. A second Light Manufacturing district on Route 58. In referencing the zoning 

map, you’ll see that the final 2,000 feet (almost a half mile) of Route 58 
before it enters Halifax has been designated as Light Manufacturing. 

 



If these industrial or light manufacturing districts in Plympton look like “spot zoning” 
rather than part of a comprehensive master plan, that’s because, for all intents and 
purposes, they do indeed represent “spot zoning.” 
 
As noted in previous newsletters from this Committee, much of Plympton’s current By-
law document has been in existence a long time, and much of it has not been 
reviewed, analyzed, or updated for decades. This was the primary reason the 
Board of Selectmen created our committee.  It is very likely, therefore, that our 
current Industrial and Light Manufacturing districts were drawn to accommodate the 
enterprises that were already up and running when the town first adopted zoning 
regulations. We have seen that this is common in many Massachusetts communities. 
 
Dave and Ken have found that Plympton’s current zoning laws have identified 22 
potential Light Manufacturing or Industrial land uses. These range from things like 
Acid Manufacturing (expressly prohibited!) to Explosives Manufacture (also 
prohibited!) to Warehouses. As part of their review, Dave and Ken have – so far – 
identified an additional 9 potential industrial land uses that they will recommend be 
added to this category of the Schedule of Uses. They would be happy to hear from 
any residents who have ideas and opinions on this category of land use. 
The By-law Review Committee meets on the first and third Thursday of each month 
at the Town House – starting at 6:30 PM – residents are welcome to attend! 
 
Thank you. 
 

Alan Wheelock - Chairman Plympton By-law Review Committee 


