






Plympton Conservation Commission
Minutes of Open Virtual Meeting – February 15, 2022
Held over Zoom Conference Call:  
zoom.us/j/8802901353
By Telephone: (646) 558-8656 Meeting ID: 880 290 1353; Password: 948488

Present:  Board Members, Rick Burnet, Amy Cronin, Linda Leddy, Mike Matern and Conservation Agent, Brian Vasa 
Guests:  Joe Webby of Webby Engineering, Gary James of Beta, Mark Derby (0 West Street ), and abutter Rebecca Lipton and Ivan Lipton (general interest)


1. Call to Order.  Chair, Rick Burnet called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.  


2. Earth Removal Regulations.  Andrea Langhauser will be hired to draft the regulations with consideration to the wetlands regulations.  The initial proposal is for $660.  
Motion (Linda): 	To accept Ms. Langhauser’s proposal and begin the drafting.  
Second: 		Amy Cronin
Voted unanimously with roll-call vote: Rick Burnet: Aye, Linda Leddy: Aye, Mike Matern: Aye.


3.  Wetlands definitions evaluation.  Art Allen will be hired to evaluate the content of the wetlands act and the wetlands bylaw and how that intersects with the other bylaws in town such as earth removal, storm water, etc.
Motion (Linda): 	To accept Mr. Allen’s. proposal and begin the drafting.  
Second: 		Amy Cronin
Voted unanimously with roll-call vote: Rick Burnet: Aye, Linda Leddy: Aye, Mike Matern: Aye.


4. NOI Hearing continuation for 47 Mayflower Road - Coll/Grady Consulting - single family home, SE266-0219.   At the request of the applicant, this hearing has been continued to March 15, 2022 at 6:41pm.


5.  NOI Hearing continuation for 0 Prospect Road - Derby/Webby Engineering - barn addition & utilities, SE266-0227.  Gary James of Beta provided input on the stormwater control.  There were questions about potential vernal pools; Mark Derby noted that when Jonathan from Beta walked it with him, these were noted (in addition to a pond with fish).  Mark Derby said the vernal pool dries up; Rebecca Lipton disagreed, and said the vernal pool is there into the spring and summer.  The potential vernal pool is marked on the plans and the existing work would not impact the vernal pool in other than already-disturbed areas, according to Joe Webby, and is 160’ away.  Linda noted that it is to be measured from the border of the vernal pool.  The replacement of the culvert will be the only activity close to the vernal pool, and is a one-time action and is for the greater good.  It was questioned why the culvert was being replaced, and the initial thought was that it will not be as restrictive with the hydrology and will help the southern abutter.  Abutter Rebecca Lipton noted that the snow load was massive and questioned how that load impacted the storm water.  Ivan Lipton and Rebecca Lipton expressed how their property was affected by the past construction.  The abutters expressed concerns that many of the areas are “previously disturbed” which should not mean further waivers should be issued.  Gary James noted that improvements are being made with the stormwater, in creating the trenches.  Rebecca noted that the water off the roof space is a concern.  Gary James agreed to do a site-visit to look at the entire watershed on Friday, February 18th at 7am; Linda Leddy will join.  Gary James will send another proposal for this evaluation.  The hearing is continued to March 1st at 6:42 pm.

Motion (Linda): 	To___.  
Second: 		Amy Cronin
Voted unanimously with roll-call vote: Rick Burnet: Aye, Linda Leddy: Aye, Mike Matern: Aye.


6. NOI Hearing continuation for 171 Palmer Road - Goyette/Webby Engineering - commercial building, SE266-0224.  At the request of the applicant, this hearing has been continued to March 15, 2022 at 6:43pm.


7. Review new Building Permit Applications.  Brian Vasa, Conservation Agent signed the following building applications:
· 53 Palmer Road – 16 x 16 addition to the farmstand and enclosing the porch 
The Commission agreed that Brian Vasa can sign off on any simple building applications that do not have wetlands in the immediate vicinity.

8. Sign Warrants.  There were no warrants.  

9.  Parking Lot issues.  
a.  An inventory of the vernal pools in town will be created; add the last few years of annual reports to the website.  
b.  Create a checklist of best practices for flood plain management.
c.  Center Street Dumping.  It appears landscape and cement refuse are being dumped on a property.  The K&P lawyer wrote a cease-and-desist enforcement order for the ZBA.  The Commission asked if there were any wetlands on the property; an RDA needs to be done. 
d.  Contact Eversource to check on the protocols regarding cutting trees; this was as a result of tree cutting near 7 Brook Street. 


10.  Minutes.  
Motion (Linda): 	To approve the minutes from the February 1st meeting as amended.
Second: 		Amy 
Voted unanimously with roll-call vote: Rick Burnet: Aye, Linda Leddy: Aye, Mike Matern: Aye.
  
11.  Next Meetings.  The next meetings will be held on March 1st and 15th 2022.  The typical meetings schedule (1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month) is subject to be modified, and will be posted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm by a motion from Mr. Matern and seconded by Ms. Leddy and voted unanimously with a roll-call vote: Rick Burnet: Aye, Linda Leddy: Aye, Mike Matern: Aye.

Respectfully recorded and submitted by Amy Cronin
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