


Plympton Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
Monday, August 19, 2019
Plympton Town House

In attendance: 

Board of Selectmen (BOS): Christine M. Joy (CJ), Mark E. Russo (MR) and John A. Traynor Jr. (JT) and Town Administrator: Elizabeth Dennehy (TA)
The open meeting session reopened at 6:05 after the completion of the executive session.
Approximately twenty five (25) residents turned out to voice their thoughts on the planning for the intersection of Main Street and Ring Road. Many ideas were floated such as;
· whether the roads could be designated scenic highways, 
· three way stop signs, 
· calming measures put in place, 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]a median island (e.g.; Upland Road), etc.
Most residents appeared to be not in favor of softening the curve of Main Street as it might increase speeds.
MR asked for time to speak with KP Law to clarify what speed issues the Selectmen had control over. 
JT made a motion to approve one hour of legal advice for MR to proceed. CJ seconded the motion. Vote 3-0
CJ assured the residents that we were at the earliest stages of planning, and while we had applied for a Mass Works Grant this would in no way lock us into a state mandated solution. CJ reiterated that there would be many opportunities for residents to influence the direction of the final solution through public hearings.

The Selectmen signed the license agreement with the Plympton Historical Society for the use of the Old Town House.

The Highway Superintendent indicated that the Winnetuxet wood bridge renovation had been approved. He has ordered a digital message board to be placed at the intersection of Winnetuxet and Prospect Street warning drivers that Winnetuxet Street will be closed when construction begins.

Various appointments for an indefinite period were made and voted on in total:
Full time Police Office – Kristian Oberg
Town Center Campus Committee:
Nancy Butler
Arthur Morin
Ross MacPherson
Colleen Thompson
John Traynor
Jon Wilhelmsen
Motion made by CJ to appoint the preceding people, seconded by MR. Vote 3-0

MR reported on two Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal requests for Harju brothers land proposed for solar projects. MR noted that the applications appear to be incomplete and that further information has been requested. Hence it is unlikely a 120 day clock has started. Selectmen agreed to MR's request for permission for Town Administrator or MR to go to Town Counsel if necessary, to confirm that as well as permission to send certified letter to Harju’s stating that if response for additional information is incomplete, the clock has not started.  MR also noted that the proposed project would be on land leased to solar company rather than purchased, and that in such a case if BOS wanted to consider a right of first refusal purchase, they would need to hire an appraiser. Selectmen agreed that is not warranted at this time.

A Workshop Planning Meeting was discussed to devise strategy and tactics to implement the BOS Goals for FY2020. September 16th at 5:30 was approved for the meeting.

The old police station jail cell has been disassembled in preparation for renovating the space to host the Conservation and Planning Committees. A resident has expressed interest in acquiring the jail cell. However, it will first be offered to the Historical Commission and the Plympton Historical Society for their consideration.

A draft agreement for acquiring grant writer Terry Walker was discussed and approved. TA will forward the draft to Terry Walker for her approval.

Next BOS meeting is September 9th at 6:00

Respectfully submitted

John Traynor. Clerk














