TOBACCO REGULATION HEARING
PLYMPTON BOARD OF HEALTH

FEBRUARY 16, 2016  6:30 p.m.
Present:  Art Morin, Ken Thompson, Harry Weikel, Jr., Cathy Drinan, Jerri Batchelder, Cathy Ferguson (as well as individuals on the sign in sheet)
Welcome to the Plympton Board of Health Public Hearing to discuss a proposal to regulate the Sale of Tobacco and Smoking in the Workplace regulations.  We appreciate your taking the time to be here.  A copy of the regulations is available on the table.  In the interest of time, we ask that you adhere to the following ground rules:

Any person wishing to make comments should sign in.  The sign-in sheet is being circulated
Before addressing the Board of Health, you must have read the proposal.

When addressing the Board of Health, you must first identify yourself by name, address and any professional affiliation you may have the impacts your comments.

Identify the section of the proposal that you wish to comment on.

Please limit the time of your comments so that other members of the audience will have a chance to speak.

Please be considerate of those persons speaking, whether you agree or disagree with them and refrain from commenting out of turn.

A written comment period, for those who are unable to attend or do not wish to testify at the public hearing, will be allowed.  Written testimony will be accepted by the Board of Health until February 24, 2016.  Please send comments to: Plympton Board of Health, 5 Palmer Road, Plympton, MA.
Any person showing verbal disrespect to those speaking will be asked to leave the public hearing.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Art Morin, Chairman:  a synopsis was sent out to the two businesses involved.  It did not contain specific information that I think it should have and I accept responsibility for that. What I am speaking about is one of the proposals we have is raising the age to purchase tobacco and tobacco products from 18 to 21.  This has been done in 80 or so communities in Massachusetts and it’s the Board’s belief that it is only a matter of time until the state legislature adopts this state-wide.  This seems to be the trend throughout the country not just the Commonwealth.

The state has already passed regulations regarding electronic nicotine devices.   Some are in effect now and some on March 15, 2016.  We need to adopt these same state laws, because if we don’t adopt it we cannot enforce it locally.
Art Morin, Chairman asks Sarah McColgan to touch on some of the points of the regulations.

I am Sarah McColgan.  Director of the Tobacco Control Program at the Massachusetts Health Officer’s Association and we are the trade association for the health department staff in Massachusetts, whether it’s health director, health agents or sanitarians.  There are 351 Boards of Health within Massachusetts so my membership is all health department staff, including Plympton.

Some of this is mirroring the state law and enables Plympton to enforce the state law and within the regulations also, Massachusetts is a home rule state so each BOH has the opportunity to go beyond the state law.  They can’t have regulations that are weaker than the state law, example, town can’t say that the age for sale for cigarettes is 16 which is weaker than state law of 18, but they can say that the sale can be 21.  Can go stronger but not weaker.  So that is one of the proposals that the board of health is looking at tonight.  There has been great support across the state for it.  There are pediatricians that are very much in support of this and it is in fact a national movement for states around the country to raise the age to 21.  Hawaii, New York and there are a number of other states looking at it.  Pending in New Jersey, possibly.  21 is one of the propositions within here and I think it is one of the more important ones in here.  Raising the age to 21 would take tobacco products out of the high school.  There are 18 and some 19 years old in high school and 15, 16, 17 year olds hang out with 18 and 19 year olds but they don’t hang out with 21 year olds for the most part.  So it really delays the initiation of tobacco use.  The institute of medicine released a report last fall on some startling rates if we can delay the start of tobacco initiation among youth how many can be saved over the next generation so that’s the major goal of raising to 21.  Another one of the provisions is a 500 foot buffer zone around any school within Plympton.  What that would do is any new tobacco vendor couldn’t open within 500 feet of any of the schools.  It wouldn’t affect any existing tobacco vendors in town it would just prevent any new tobacco vendors from setting up in town near a school.  The cigar packaging provision takes the very cheap cigars that are usually 89 cents to 1.25 and raises the price of those.  Kids are found to be very cost conscious when making their purchase and raising the price makes it less desirable for kids to purchase those tobacco products.  This provision started in Boston 5 years ago and has been very successful there and really reduced single cigar purchases in the City of Boston.  The next  provision is a flavor restriction provision and basically takes all flavored tobacco products out of the average retail environment, retail stores, etc. where kids are in and out of and puts them in adult only retail establishments.  I believe you don’t have any adult only retail establishments in town right now but that’s not to say one could not open it just could not open within 500 feet of a school if the regulations were passed as drafted.  The best explanation for me is let’s take the tobacco industry at their word.  They say that it is an adult product.  They say that it is not manufactured or marketed to kids so let’s take it out of the environment that kids are in which is convenience stores and put it in adult only stores where they have to card you as you are coming through the door or eyeball you as you are coming through the door and not allow people who are under the age to come into the store and purchase any sort of tobacco products.  Blunt wraps:  Is everyone familiar with what they are?  We can pass around an example.  Blunt wraps are just a flat leaf of tobacco.  They are generally flavored almost all of the time and I can tell you right now that kids are not rolling their own cigarettes with them and loose tobacco.  They are rolling marijuana cigarettes with them.  Many communities are banning the sale of blunt wraps in their community and that’s been one of the more popular provisions across the state for probably 10-12 years now communities have been banning the sale of blunt wraps.  Your regulations also prohibit the sale of self-service displays --no tobacco products on the counter you would have to ask for them.  That would allow the clerk to decide whether or not you need to be asked for identification and it would also prohibit vending machines.  The draft regulations also prohibit non-residential roll your own machines.  There are some of them that are floating from community to community in Massachusetts.  One gentleman has purchased quite a number of them years ago and they roll a carton of cigarettes in 8 minutes and cost is $25.  A carton of Marlboros is about $100 with tax so it’s a much cheaper cigarette and there is a federal law prohibiting these machines but what we’ve found is the federal government isn’t really enforcing it, and there are some strange exemptions and just the fact that its hidden in the transportation bill kind of shows the seriousness of the federal government in enforcement it so Massachusetts has been promoting that also.  Banning the sale of tobacco products and nicotine delivery devices (and any time I say tobacco products you can include e-cigarettes and nicotine delivery devices with that also). So banning the sale in pharmacies and educational institutions.  If there was a pharmacy to open here in town they could open but they could not sell tobacco products so they would look like all the CVSs look now; they don’t have any tobacco products for sale within the establishment.

Educational institutions:  if one of the local colleges wanted to open up a satellite office here in town and offer computer classes or something and they had a little café area where they sold snacks and drinks and things like that they couldn’t sell tobacco products in that café area so that’s all that would do in a community like this where you don’t have a large bricks & mortar college and a campus and everything.
The fining structure has also been revised a little bit with a compliance check first offence would be a $100 fine and second sale would be a $200 fine and 14 day permit suspension, 3rd offence would be a $300 fine and a 60 day permit suspension. That’s all within 24 months.  These are for local compliance checks.  The Food and Drug Administration also does compliance checks in Massachusetts and they have their own fining structure through the federal government.  So I think that pretty much takes care of the provisions in the sale of tobacco.  As I said nicotine delivery products are included.  You will see in the definition section that the definition of a tobacco product has been expanded over the years because the industry keeps coming up with new things for them to market and to sell so we’ve had to revise definitions and regulations.  As Art mentioned the Attorney General’s Office recently put in some regulations in September regarding electronic cigarettes and age restricted them across the state, so Plympton would be bringing their regulations up to date with that.  On March 15 any electronic cigarette juice, they come in little vials if you ever seen them, they are for the chamber type of  e-cigarette not the disposable type, so any of the E-juices would have to be in a child proof caps because the amount of phone calls to poison control where particularly young children or toddlers have gotten their hands on mom or dad’s e-cigarette juice and poisoned themselves has really shot through the roof so we have worked hard to get the Attorney General to accept those regulations that would put them in a child proof cap.
The workplace regulations totally mirror the state law, the only addition that currently is not in the state law is prohibiting the use of e-cigarettes in any place within the town of Plympton where state law has already prohibited the use of combustible tobacco products.  So, like right here you couldn’t smoke an e-cigarette in this facility or in the police station or the library or any other municipal facility and couldn’t use them in any bars or restaurants in town because they are considered workplaces.  But otherwise it mirrors state law which has been in effect for more than 10 years and incredibly successful and is held as a model for reducing cardiac deaths in Massachusetts.
Art Morin:  At this point I’ll open it up to comments from the audience.  Please stand, state your name and address and your question.

My name is Ron Drollett from 23 Churchill Road Plympton and I’ve lived here since 1957 and ah, I hear a lot of we ought to be doing this because 80 other communities are doing it. And coincidentally we are doing it because Halifax just did it.  I understand we have to abide by the state law but until the state makes this law I don’t see why Plympton should fall into it especially … all I’m talking about is the 18 to 21.  What you’re doing is you’re hurting the two businesses in town here and you’re not going to stop … I think this meeting myself is just a waste of time because I feel you people have already made up your mind.  This is not going to go to town vote is it?  It depends on the board is that correct?
Art Morin:  That is correct.

Ron Drollett:  OK so I think you already made up your minds but I wanted to come up here just to express … why am I here?  I’m 75 years old.  I have 5 family members in town who are all over 21, it don’t affect us at all.  But it’s just the mentality of what’s going on here.  If you think you’re gonna stop anybody 18 from smoking, they can’t go to Carver, they can’t go to Kingston because they already adopted it, they can’t go to Halifax because they already adopted it.  They are going to go somewhere else.  The only person you’re hurting is the two businesses in this town and to try to conform to the politically correct type stuff I think you are all wet.  And if this had come to a vote I’m gonna tell you I believe this would have been the end of it and I’m gonna be a little repetitious here but the old story and you’ve heard it a hundred times and you’ll probably hear it again, you can drive when you are 17 you can go to war when your 18, you can vote when you’re 18 you can come back from Iraq, and I have a cousin which just came back and if he comes to Plympton at 20 years old and he can’t buy a pack of cigarettes and if you’re 16 years old and you’re a women and without your parents’ permission and if you got the money you can go to CVS and buy the morning after pill but if you’re 20 years old coming back from Iraq and you can’t buy a pack of cigarettes… and what are you trying to achieve?
Art Morin:  I’ll give you some of my thoughts.  There was a little thing called Vietnam -- I come from an era where Vietnam was going on and we said we are old enough to go to Vietnam but we are not old enough to drink so I’ve been there and don’t think I haven’t kicked that one around too and I know this is smoking, but I also know that had the age been older when I was young, and I have grandchildren in town too so I’m looking out for them then maybe I wouldn’t have started smoking and I quit.  I will tell you, and you may dispute this, but there was a physician down at the Jordan Hospital who told me that nicotine is more addictive than heroin and I was stunned at that but he said no it’s true.  His name is Dr. Hanson and I think he’s still around in Plymouth.  I’ve got an open mind as far as both sides of this thing just from where I came from.
Ron Drollett   I see where you are coming from but you’re not gonna stop anybody who wants to smoke from smoking.  What about prohibition they stopped the whole United States and what happened.  Anyone who is 18 years old in Plympton is gonna go somewhere else and get their cigarettes.  They are going to go to New Hampshire and get a carton of them.  They got the right to smoke and if they want to smoke it’s not an illegal substance you know and you’re trying to make it an illegal substance you know and if somebody don’t stand up and fight for this type of stuff and you know years ago when a group of people wanted to stop smoking period and 80% of the people in the United States are smoking they said let’s try it on international plane flights and see if it works liberal progressive movement and it did work.  People sat back and they accepted it.  Two years later, let’s try it on domestic flights.  They tried it on domestic flights they accepted it.  Now you can’t smoke in restaurants, you can’t smoke in parking lots, you can’t smoke in beaches you can’t smoke in the ballfield.  In California you can’t smoke in a condo if you have the same heating system in the house where it may circulate.  People have been calling the police because you are smoking on your balcony and it’s blowing in the next door neighbor’s yard you know.  Where’s it gonna stop.  Is it gonna stop its 18 now we are gonna say you can’t smoke until you’re 21 and the next time it’s gonna be 22, 23, 24.

I’m Jack Doyle 193 Main Street,  I just want to say that the first thing that she’s talking about has nothing to do with what we are talking about.  All she’s talking about is smoking in the workplace.  She’s not talking about ages or anything.  I don’t think anybody has a problem with what was discussed and I just wanted to make that clear.  The next thing to go on to is what Ronnie is talking about.
Art Morin:  Yes, as I mentioned this is boilerplate.  We are just adopting state law; just mirroring state law.

Dave Parker, 99 Upland Road.  As far as 18 to 21 I can understand your thoughts on it but where does it stop?  Tobacco is bad for everybody, gasoline is harmful to humans, household cleaning products.  Are we going to raise the age to 21 for that too?  I mean where does it stop I mean a lot of the things we do eat and breathe are bad for us and I don’t need you to tell me what to do and you got two businesses in town who are struggling at this point to get by and if I need milk bread water and cigarettes I’m not going to stop at one and then go to the next one.  And as far as carding people that’s already a law anyway.  And smoking in the workplace is already a law.
Art Morin   Yes, but as I mentioned, we need to adopt the state law so that it is enforceable – that’s all

Dave Parker:  It is enforceable now as I say law

Art Morin:  It is, but it’s not locally enforceable and that’s the thing so we are just saying ok.  We are going to mirror state law.

Dave Parker:  In other words if I started to smoke here nobody would say anything or do anything?  I mean somebody’s going to tell me I can’t do it and I’d have to put it out and leave, correct?

Art Morin:  Yes eventually.  But I think you’d need state enforcement and this way you could have local enforcement.

Dave Parker:  So a Plympton police officer couldn’t stop me from smoking in this room unless we adopt this?  Is that what I’m hearing?
Harry Weikel, Jr.:  We already have no smoking.  That’s state law now

Sarah McColgan  Your point about local enforcement is really important.  There are no state agencies that are going around and making sure that stores are not selling tobacco products to minors.  That’s fallen on the local government.  There are no state agencies that are making sure that people are not smoking in workplaces.  That’s also fallen on the local government.  So those regulations are there but it makes the enforcement much easier if there is a local regulation that either mirrors or exceeds the state law.  So it’s there anyway.  It’s not like they are doing anything that the state has not already done.  They are going beyond it in some situations, but on smoking enforcement and things like that it’s easier to enforce it locally if you’ve got the local regulations because the police can come in and enforce state law, but in many instances the local health department can’t do that.
Dave Parker:  May I just ask?  Who in Plympton would be enforcing this?  Are we going to hire people for this?  I mean are you going to come around?  I don’t understand.

Art Morin:  No

Dave Parker:  We are all worried about who’s going to enforce it?

Art Morin:  No. I don’t want.  Before this turns into something where we extrapolate one word into something that there’s no intent.

Dave Parker:  I’m not extrapolating.  You yourself said that we need to adopt this so we can enforce it on a local level.  My simple question was who’s going to enforce it in the town of Plympton?

Art Morin:  It would be the Board of Health

Dave Parker:  So it would be you gentlemen here?

Art Morin:  Or our Health Agent is the one

Dave Parker:  Ok so the Health Agent or the Board of Health is the one.  Those are the only ones who would be able to enforce it locally?

Harry Weikel, Jr.:  Not necessarily.  You could enforce it.  All you have to do is make a phone call to your Board of Health.  That’s all you have to do.  Anybody in this room can enforce it.

Dave Parker:  So it goes back to the Board of Health who’s going to check into, investigate…

Harry Weikel, Jr:  We are just complying with the state

Dave Parker:  I understand that.  My question was who is going to enforce it.

Art Morin:  It would be through the Board of Health.

Dave Parker:  Through the Board of Health?  Thank you.

Dave Edwards, 57 Upland Road.  I think I’ve heard you say 6 times you want to mirror the state law, but none of us are even talking about mirroring it.  You want to exceed it.  If you wanted to mirror it I don’t think anyone in this room would have a problem with that
Art Morin  A lot of what we are talking about and this gentleman just said why do we need to adopt it to mirror it

Dave Edwards.  No I’m saying if you want to mirror state law I don’t think anybody here isn’t ok with it being 18 years old.  You want to make it 21 which affects only the people with businesses in Plympton

Dave Parker:  And exceeds the state law.

Dave Edwards.  Yes and exceeds the state law.  You don’t want to mirror it you want to exceed it.  You said it 6 times you want to mirror it but you don’t, you want to exceed it.

Art Morin.  No. You want to mirror it.  I did not say that.  I said a lot of this is mirroring state law.  I did not say everything in here is mirroring state law because some of it isn’t.  Some of it is stronger than what we presently have in state law.  So
Dave Edwards:  It only affects the two businesses in this town.

Jack Doyle:  Get it straight.  You are on the wrong article.  The article they are talking about right now is an article to prevent smoking in public places, schools or anyplace else
Dave Parker:  That’s already state law.

Jack Doyle:  It’s already state law and we have to mirror it and that’s the only reason because we are not doing it now, so if you want to enforce it you have to call the police department who enforces it.  They are just talking about mirroring.  They are not talking about age or anything else.  Just talking about the fact that they want to mirror the laws that are already in effect by the state.  It has nothing to do with the age of smoking or anything else.  That’s the second piece of paper you have, the thick one.
Art Morin:  there are two pieces to the proposal and a lot of it is boilerplate legalese and do we have any other thoughts?

Ronnie Drollett:  As far as any of it or just the first phase of it?

Harry Weikel, Jr.  It’s an open hearing.

Ronnie Drollett:  Ok let me just ask a question, the lady said earlier if a pharmacy opened up in the town of Plympton they wouldn’t be able to sell any tobacco products or narcotic product.

Art Morin:  That’s correct

Sarah McColgan   Wait wait I said tobacco not narcotic products.  A pharmacy would be dispensing narcotics because that’s one thing a pharmacy does
Ronnie Drollett:  So a nicotine delivery patch then

Sarah McColgan.  The tobacco regulations includes nicotine delivery products that have not been approved by the FDA.  So I would really suggest that you look at the regulations and look at the definitions in here of tobacco products.  If a pharmacy opened up here in town they could sell the patch because that’s a nicotine delivery product that’s been approved as a cessation device by the Food and Drug Administration.  But they couldn’t sell electronic cigarettes because they have not been approved as a cessation device

Ronnie Drollett:  You answered the question.  Thank you.

Jean Fries 66 Prospect Road.  The question the businesses are here for is to raise the age from 18 to 21.  That’s the second half.  That’s what I assume the businesses are concerned about.  Two businesses in town.  I owned the Café for several years.  If none of you have owned a business in town it is very hard to make a living.  These businesses were built, they follow Board of Health rules, the follow state rules, they card.  I help Mr. Kang.  I don’t see a lot of underage people in these stores.  So I don’t see a problem with just two businesses in town that are really monitoring themselves and don’t get into any trouble.

I’m Kelley Craig from Plympton Gas and Convenience.  Last I checked the age of emancipation was 18 you could make your own decisions about your wellbeing so I don’t think you should change the age to 21 and like Jean said it would affect our business.  A lot of children who do come into our store they are getting slushies and bubblegum and we would never sell to anyone underage.  We have carding measures in place to make sure that we are selling tobacco to age appropriate customers.
Art Morin.  Thank you.  Any other thoughts

Ronnie Drollett.  My only thought is what we started with.  If someone between 18 and 21 wanna smoke they are gonna smoke.  If they have to leave Plympton they are gonna leave it so until it’s a state law why not just leave us alone.  Until it’s a state law.

Cathy Ferguson:  Ronnie do you have a problem with people (kids) starting smoking?  Rather than not starting smoking?

Ronnie Drollett:  I don’t know.  What are you talking about?  How young?  You think that’s gonna stop them.  It’s not.  You talk about over the high school, if kids want to smoke they are going to bring the cigarettes over there and again not to get repetitious, but like prohibition if people want a cigarette

Cathy Ferguson:  You’re right the kids are going to bring them into the schools but if we change it to 21 there’s no 21 year olds going into the school

Dave Parker:  Their parents will buy them cigarettes

Cathy Ferguson:  Really?  You would buy your kids cigarettes?

Dave Parker:  People buy alcohol for their kids you can’t stop them

Ronnie Drollett.  I’ll go back to what I said earlier.  If you stop selling cigarettes in the entire state of Massachusetts to anyone not 21 you don’t think kids 18, 19 or 20 get cigarettes one way or the other like prohibition.  What happened?  It’s the black market it’s coming in the same as drugs or anything else.
Cathy Ferguson  So you are arguing for selling cigarettes to 18 19 and 20 year olds?  Yes?

Ronnie Drollett:  Yes if they want to Yes

Cathy Ferguson:  So you’re for that?

Ronnie Drollett.  Yes I’m for that and for voting and the war and whatever it might be.  I don’t think we ought to be making the rules and regulations.  Once it’s a state or federal law and we have to abide by it fine.  Good old Plympton here with 3 thousand people and two businesses who are trying to struggle.

Sarah McColgan  Do you remember the days when people could smoke in restaurants and they could just about smoke everywhere, in bars before the state smoke free workplace law?  So now it’s a state law.  It didn’t become a state law because some legislator just decided one day Hey, let’s put in this state law.  What happened first was that more than 100 cities and towns passed it locally and that’s how the legislature works.  For 21 to become a state law at this point 95 out of 351 communities have passed to 21 and the legislature will look at that, they are considering it as part of a state bill.  They will look at that and say we have almost 1/3 of the number of communities

Dave Parker:  2/3 don’t want it

Sarah McColgan   Easily a third of the population, because Boston has passed it, other big cities have passed it and the legislature will then make it a state law.  Once X number of states in the country do it then the federal law will probably change, but it doesn’t happen in the reverse that the state law is going to change without all these towns doing it first.

Dave Parker.  So is my understanding correct that over a third of the communities in Massachusetts out of 351 have agreed to adopt this almost a third, don’t you feel that over 2/3 have not adopted it for a reason?  And don’t you think people are making that decision or do you think that the almost 1/3 are the people who are doing the right thing?
Sarah McColgan.  I think that’s kind of a short sighted way to look at it.

Dave Parker:  Well that’s how you address it to us.

Sarah McColgan  Well basically what’s happened is not all 351 Boards of Health that have been presented with the option.  There are some Boards of Health in Massachusetts that have much smaller towns than Plympton.
Dave Parker:  There’s a few

Sarah McColgan.  You said 3,000.  I’m from western Massachusetts.  There’s an awful lot of towns in western Massachusetts

Dave Parker:  I know there is

Sarah McColgan. That have a few hundred people in the town, so they have no tobacco regulation at all but they are included in the count of 351.  They also have no retail stores in town a lot of them or they have a general store and maybe the general store does not sell tobacco products.

Dave Parker:  Or maybe they do

Sarah McColgan  Or maybe they are the only place in town that does, absolutely.

Dave Parker:  So they didn’t bring it up for a reason.

Sarah McColgan.  No it’s not that they didn’t bring it up for a reason, it’s that the state funds are very tight and folks that do tobacco policy work there are basically 3 of us that cover the state and there are other support staff that go along with it, we have not gotten to those towns.  We have designated priority communities by size, by smoking prevalence, things like that and then we also address communities that invite us in which is what the Plympton Board of Health did.  But Alford, does anybody know where Alford, Massachusetts is?  It’s out on the New York border a very small town if they have not invited us to come and do policy development in their town about tobacco then we may not get to them.

Dave Parker:  You’ve answered my question.  Like I say the other 2/3rds or stronger than 2/3rds hasn’t done that and haven’t invited you in.

Sarah McColgan.  95 communities in less than 2 years.

Dave Parker  That’s fine

Sarah McColgan  Every month.

Dave Parker:  You answered your own question for me 

Sarah McColgan  glad you are happy with the way I answered it.

Art Morin:  I think that one thing, that folks might not be aware, but I believe it was last year the Board voted to ban synthetic marijuana and one of the reasons is that it is not regulated.  As soon as you tried to ban one thing and they were marketing this in little colorful packages looked like SpongeBob squarepants and Scooby do
Dave Parker:  that’s not why we are here tonight

Art Morin:  Can you hear my point please?

Dave Parker:  well you’re going on from marijuana to tobacco they are way different.

Art Morin  No.  Please hear me out ok.  We heard you out so please be respectful and hear us out.  We did that.  We are not an activist board but there was a rather large convenience store chain, very large, you all know the name of it, that was selling them and I believe the community was in Wareham and they were asked why are you selling this to kids?  And their answer was, well we buy it cheap and we sell it for a lot of money and as soon as you ban that they change the formula just a little bit to get out from under it.  So there are some folks – it’s not the same – but that’s a dangerous thing for kids.  And we are looking at this also.  My four year old grandson could have come in and put some money on a counter anywhere and bought an e-cigarette and it would have been legal.

Jack Doyle:  Not in this town.

Art Morin:  As of September it had to be 18, but before that all the e-cigarettes and all those nicotine delivery products were

Kelley Craig.  You talk about your four year old grandson buying synthetic marijuana in a store because somebody would sell it to him I think that’s a far cry from what we are here for today

Art Morin.  No.  I did not say my four year old grandson was buying synthetic marijuana.

Kelley Craig:  Are we gonna put a ban on Mosh? Drinks, Redbull, kickstart by Mountain Dew because it has too much caffeine.  Is that going to come down the pike next because are you gonna force the town to only sell organic milk?  Are you going to force the town to do something else?
Art Morin.  I think now we are extrapolating to the extreme.

Kelley Craig.  It seems like it’s going to be one snowball after another.  I am a business woman in town, we do take part in selling tobacco, all of our customers they are age appropriate we don’t sell to underage

Art Morin.  And no one is saying that you are.

Kelley Craig.  You will gradually dramatically affect the way we do business in town.  We don’t sell synthetic marijuana nor have we ever.

Art Morin:  I know because we’ve been around to every store in town and looked.

Kelley Craig.  The age of 18 is the age of decision like Mr. Ronnie Drollett said you go to war you get the morning after pill you come back you can’t have a cigarette or a beer

Cathy Ferguson:  What’s the percentage of cigarette sales – and you can pipe up – what’s the percentage that you sell to under 21 as opposed to over 21?  Do you know? Is there a

Kelley Craig.  18 and up 

Cathy Ferguson   So you don’t have like a pie chart that shows that out of the 100%  of the cigarettes we are selling, 25% go to 18, 19 20.

Kelley Craig.  It’s not like when you go to Walmart and they say can I have your date of birth and zip code so we can target where you come from and the purchase you’re making, that’s not what we do, we age appropriate card.
Cathy Ferguson  So how do you figure

Kelley Craig  they have to be 18 or older

Cathy Ferguson Yeah but if they had to be 21 or older how much money would you lose?

Kelley Craig  A lot

Steve Craig:  What about how much you’ve jumped my taxes in the last two years.  Want to go there?

Cathy Ferguson  Wrong board  Just trying to figure out how much money

Kelley Craig.  That would be too much data to collect.  That’s a good point but that would be an extensive amount of data for a small business to collect and analyze and produce the results for that.  But our tobacco sales are a sizable amount each calendar year and that’s partly what drives our business they come in and get the gas, the milk beer and cigarettes then off you go.  People are not going to make multiple stops to get gas and get cigarettes and wine.  It’s a one stop shop and I’m against the change from 18 to 21 and that’s my opinion as business owner.  As a parent, do I want my kids smoking no.  But as a business owner you should allow those individuals 18 or older to make their own opinions and decisions for themselves within the legal

Art Morin  OK.  Thank you

UNIDENTIFIED MAN  My own opinion that by changing it from 18 to 21 in this little town of Plympton you are not going to save the children in Massachusetts.  When I work in New Bedford and Fall River I can go to any counter and buy just about anything buy Brillo pads to smoke crystal meth, you can get pipes to smoke weed out of right on the counter on any counter.  By changing this alls your gonna do is hurt the two businesses in town and you are not going to save the children in Massachusetts by any means you are really not alls your gonna do is you are gonna hurt the people who are working in this town and they can get it anywhere they want to go, they can go to Brockton they can go to New Bedford, they are not going to change it in New Bedford trust me they can’t do anything you can go to Fall River you are not going to save the children and that’s just my opinion
Dave Swanson, 33 Colchester.  I just got a question from the lady from the board of health there on how many e-cigarettes are legal because this thing states in order to be approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration 

Sarah McColgan.  I’m still trying to figure out the question.  How many e-cigarettes are legal?  I’m just not understanding what you are asking

Dave Swanson:  How many are approved?

Sarah McColgan.  Currently there are no e-cigarettes approved by the FDA as a smoking cessation device

Dave Swanson   none at all?

Sarah McColgan.  None.  They are in the process of looking at them but they haven’t make any sort of determination 

Dave Swanson:  and you said there was 81 towns out of 350 that have adopted this?

Sarah McColgan  that have adopted which part of that regulation?

Dave Swanson.  The state regulation

Jack Doyle    21

Sarah McColgan   21.  There are currently 95 communities that have adopted, that have raised the age to 21 and within those 95 communities some of them are bigger than Plympton, some of them are smaller than Plympton.  The convenience store association and the other trade associations have not been able to give us any data that says that any of their membership has gone out of business as a result of raising the age to 21
Dave Swanson:  going back to the Massachusetts laws on the e-cigarettes how are they being sold in places if there not in the 95 towns.

Sarah McColgan.  They are there.  They just have to ask for identification for them.

Kelley Craig  It’s already in place now

Jack Doyle  Yeah it’s already in place

Kelley Craig  It’s already in place now.  All tobacco products:  chew, cigarettes, e-cigarettes

Jack Doyle  I think the size of our town and the group that is here today you should take into consideration that we have two businesses in town.  If the state demands that we do this then we have to do it but for the time being I don’t even think we have a problem in this town with nicotine and the way that these kids are buying cigarettes.  You want to get an education, I drive special needs kids and I have 6 teenagers that I pick up in the afternoon I can get anything I want off them.  I don’t have to go to a store, they all have it ok and they are 16 to 18 years old.  They don’t get it from the local guy, they have cigarettes they have marijuana they have ooo juice whatever they call it you can get whatever you want.  But the fact of the matter is based on what our town is and you guys know I was on the Board of Health and I was totally against this and I still am.  When you get people who can go to war like my cousin Joey who was 19 when he was killed in Vietnam and my uncle who was 20 when he was killed in Vietnam and they can’t come home and buy a cigarette makes no sense to me whatsoever.  You can vote, my granddaughter is gonna vote for the first time in the presidential election and she’s 18 it makes no sense to me and all you are doing is hurting these two guys and it has to be mentioned somewhere that you are hurting them  I don’t care what you say about them not going out of business but the fact that there’s so much going on now it just makes no sense to me and this town you’ve gotta take some concern for the people who are paying the taxes and these guys are paying serious taxes and its gonna affect them and it’s not a problem that we should weigh in as saving the children of America

Dave Parker:  one last thing for me you had said earlier yourself that there was a little thing called the Vietnam War.  I think you were wrong by saying that.  It wasn’t a little thing.  Lotta people died in Vietnam for you to sat there and say

Jack Doyle   Unintelligible
Dave Parker:  and for you to sit up there and say that was a little thing

Ken Thompson.  I think that was meant as a rhetorical comment

Art Morin  It was

Dave Parker  It was inappropriate

Art Morin.  Completely rhetorical

Dave Parker  nonetheless a poor choice of words sir

Art Morin  Editorial comment

TAPE RAN OUT HERE 

Art Morin.  The Board will be accepting written statements until February 23rd.  Next BOH meeting is March 1st.
Kelley Craig will send letter.

